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‘Homeless’ people are city-life nuisance

m by Nestor Aparicio | May 9, 2008 at 6:00 am
Posted irBaltimore b the papersports

From today’s b, the paper

With the start of real spring weather comes theitable swoon for the Orioles — and the inevitable
emergence of more “homeless” people on the stodetswntown Baltimore.

I moved downtown four years ago because | wantdxbtim the heart of the action. And living downtokas
been a lot more good than bad for me. I've metiratonal tourists and interesting people, and have
experienced a lot by wandering on nice-weathertsjgieeing Baltimore in a way you’d have to liveeh®
understand. There are good restaurants, bars, stgp@vents and all the conveniences that urbamgigan
afford.

But then the negatives start to get weighed: tharia taxes, the glare of all of the blue lightenfiaime
corners, the crazy cabbies and lost tourists geingh on North Charles and east on Lombard.

But, without a doubt, the biggest thing that wiliveé me away from urban life is the daily nuisan¢¢he
“homeless” people approaching me at red lightsvainein | walk the streets. | love Baltimore, and Véa
sympathy and compassion for those less fortunatewBen the weather gets nice, they come out ligghsito
light, some who appear to be “homeless” only uhgl end of the day when they take a bus “home.”

Just try driving more than a few blocks at the ediggowntown and you’ll see they're unavoidable uYe
getting panhandled every 50 feet on foot, or treme up to your window in traffic. The same peopidioe
same corners every day, for years and years.

A few blocks from where | live, there are two guysone on each block — who have been panhandlitigeat
same two bus stops about 250 days a year for tmgecutive years. Then there’s the woman who walks
through the harbor with her little girl begging eyvaight.

My wife and | have given them nicknames that arenitable for the b readership.

Can’t something be done about this?

How can we brag about the pride of this city an&tBEVE” and “Get in on it” when the first thing aoge
“gets” coming into downtown is accosted by peopmé&ling signs begging for money at every red light?
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One more “crabby” Baltimore rant for you: For theeend time in 10 days | have attempted to getlacaiee
downtown. For the second time, I've also eschewgdwn good common sense by not walking the extta mi
to Mo’s in Little Italy or Faidley’s at Lexington Bfket. Instead, I've given a well-known harbor ietr
destination a chance last week and a major, highhetel a chance this week. These were probablintbe
worst decisions I've made this spring! Just ineglibt and extremely expensive to boot! It has made me
wonder, as | spit the remnants into a napkin, wéretthe tourists eating this slop even know theedifice
between something legitimate and these filler-lafre@zer-case imposters? There used to be a mirodth
dudes who had a crabcake “club,” and every weekwreant to a different restaurant around Baltimard a
ordered crabcakes. Maybe | can start a club likegb we can find some good eats. I'm O-for-2 i620f
anyone has a downtown crabcake that can even apprivaling the legendary (and deservedly so) Egidl
cake, | wanna know about it.

Nestor Aparicig owner of WNST-AM 1570, covers sports and more. His column appears Mondays and
Fridays. For more, go to wnst.net

You can follow any responses to this entry throthggRSS 2.0feed. You cameave a responser trackbackirom your own site.
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20 Responses to ““Homeless’ people are city-life isance”

1. Daily Breather Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 8:47 ahreport this comment

I’'m with ya on the homeless. | give what | canohsider it a homeless tax. But I'm starting to adet
more young able bodied men on the street. Theppand 8 hours walking up and down Erdman Ave.
but can’t spend 8 hours behind a lawnmower or angthroductive? THey get no $$. But the mangled
arm, no foot gnarly guy outside St. Vinny's alwaggts a buck. He survives on pure charity and tipeho
that he doesn’t get beat down for his loot.

Keep me posted on the crabcake scouting. I'll ategy from the 5 star hotel crapcakes.

2. rachelisarockstar Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 9:19 ahreport this comment

Daily Breather -

I’'m with you on the mangled arm, no foot guy. llfesally bad for that guy and give him money...bst a
far as the more able-bodied “homeless” | do passthy.

My husband and | have given up slices of Pizza Bolhe homeless too and they have been
appreciative.

What | have to ask, is don’t any of these peopieHamily? Would you let your own family member get
into this type of situation without trying to géieim back on the right track? | know families haweirt
limits, but why do we feel that the rest of socisitypuld deal with the issue of homelessness?

3. F Bush Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 9:36 ahreport this comment

I wrok a full time job and umpire baseball andseécer and basketball part time to make ends roeet f
my family. The money | make is for my daughtersasding not for panhandlers. Do | feel sorry about
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their plight, yes. But | will not give them moneyen my free time | could be spending with my
daughter is spent working part time and these fais’t even work.

There’s this homeless guy on Howard Street thabuight pizza to one time and he complained because
it didn’t have pepperoni. | can’t help it that llgtike cheese or veggie pizza. That was the lestgphe
got.

CurlyQ Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 10:02 afreport this comment

| like to check out the “homeless” people’s shdiegou’re “homeless” & wearing nicer Nikes than me,
you can be darn sure you aren’t getting my $$!!!

As for crabcakes, check out Don’t Know Tavern oghtiStreet in Federal Hill. 2-cake platter w/2 side
runs somewhere around $25, but every Thursdayfipheed crabcake night so you won’t break your
bank if they aren’t what you're expecting.

YCKTR Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 10:11 afreport this comment

So wait, you're s00000 busy and soooo importarttgtmaply telling someone “no” presents a daily
struggle for you? I think you need to examine yaaction to “those people” a little closer - | have
feeling it has less to do with their behavior tlyan might think.

Sure panhandlers are annoying sometimes - but guess...you signed up for that when moved
downtown. I'm sorry it can’t ALL be natty boh andabcakes for you big guy, but that’s the way life
works. If you want “all the conveniences that urtigimg can afford” you have to give up some lwagi

Don't like it? Fine, go volunteer at Healthcare flioe Homeless, or lobby for better mental health
treatment, or better job training for lower inconigzens. But seriously, spare us the 8th gradeabaut
why “homeless people suck dude.”

. Wi Evan Says:
}." |May 9th, 2008 at 11:39 afireport this comment

Getting a decent “real” crabcake anywhere near dowm makes about as much sense as trying to get
“authentic” cajun/creole food on Bourbon Streeés. fine for tourists who don’t know any better asta
resident - you should.

Also at what point do people feel they can qudligmselves when they complain about things going on
in the city? “I've lived here (X amount of time)dhcan’t STAND (y nuisance).” I'm actually genulge
curious about this.

. IR Daily Breather Says:
e jMay 9th, 2008 at 11:54 afreport this comment

| have a theory that the less $ we have the mataed we are to share with the homeless. Maykse it’
because we know we’re 2 paychecks away from sh#miaigdOoz with them.

But CurlyQ is right on the money with the shoe d¢hdtat’s a dead giveaway. Broke ass standing
outside the corner market wearing new shoes asair® is getting a firm “no” from me, not even a
liberal chicken shit “Sorry, | don’t have any”. dgit, you ain’t gettin’ it.

But the creative panhandlers will usually get my Eatertainment is the best way to get my $.
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8. rachelisarockstar Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 2:20 pifireport this comment

To add to Daily Breather’s last comment...
At least the guy who drums on the empty bucket®diag something to earn some change.

9. gofreescout Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 2:21 pirreport this comment

The biggest thing that will “drive you” from urbdife is the “nuisance” of homeless people? (You got
your quotes wrong). Really? That’s just pathetieckSit up dude. The overriding tone of your littent

is that the homeless are either there by choicmbreally homeless at all. Maybe you should have
actually talked to some of these people beforepudtthis in print instead of glaring from across th
street. But, if their mere presence is a nuisaog®tl, | can only imagine that talking to someorwild

be a step right into hell. I'd say man up and dmsaeal reporting, but methinks you’re a bit mofa o
coward than that. Just reading this also makesink t'd take ten panhandlers than one more suburba
yuppie moving downtown to give city life a whirl.

Give a night on the streets a try and see what &fidestyle choice it is (as you are implyingedple
aren’t there because they're lazy—in fact, | gu@am day on the street requires more effort tloanpyt
in in a week writing dimwitted blog posts. Peopte an the street for myriad reasons: addiction,talen
illness, parental/spousal abuse, medical issuew@nio, no money, and disability doesn’t go far)dén
basic loss of housing due to more reasons thanltldist here. The social safety net in America igery
poorly woven one. It shouldn’t take falling throuigho realize that. Your “compassion” and “symp#th
doesn’t mean a damn thing without empathy.

But the thing that makes me think you will neveerget this:
Then there’s the woman who walks through the hanbtir her little girl begging every
night.
My wife and | have given them nicknames that areuitable for the b readership.

If you can’t see how repugnant that is, you are sméless person.

10. YCKTR Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 2:32 pifireport this comment

Seriously.

The guy’s an A+ douche of the highest order.

Move back to the burbs and STFU.

on the other hand, if his goal was to rack up pages by posting something provocative, you may be
doing him a favor with your flamage.

12. gofreescout Says:
May 9th, 2008 at 5:14 pifrreport this comment
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13.

14.

15.

16.

It says it's from the print...
Scary thing is, | don’t think it’s that provocatite the b demo.

wow Says:
May 10th, 2008 at 4:52 phreport this comment

Seriously. | liked B the paper and the site, uplweading this today.

Jeff Says:
May 11th, 2008 at 11:26 phreport this comment

| see just as many homeless people begging forgehianT owson, Cockeysville, Catonsville, New York,
Chicago, LA, etc. | don’t think homelessness i aiBaltimore problem...it's a national one. If you
really want to escape the homeless problem, youmaay to go as far as the rural countryside.
Inevitably, where there’s the “haves”, the “havesi@re not far behind.

Here’s a suggestion that | have tried recently. telad of handing out change (which might potentially
feed a liquor or drug habit) try handing out granbérs. You can find them on sale for as low aa B&x
somtimes. I've found the homeless on the strebeteery appreciative, and make me feel a bit better
rather than ignoring the problem.

... Says:
May 12th, 2008 at 2:12 afreport this comment

Those people you like to refer to as “homeless’ehaore of my respect than you ever will. How about
you try to live a day in their lives. | guarantemuydo not have the ingenuity to survive.

Adam Says:
May 13th, 2008 at 7:53 afreport this comment

The experience of homelessness is indeed trouldimdjthe fact that over thirty thousand of ourdieil
Baltimoreans find themselves without a secure placgay at some point during the year is troubforg
all of us. Unfortunately, this discussion is ondgdising on the symptoms — not the real iliness.

What's troubling is that Baltimore City’s housimys$t fund is used to demolish low-income housing
rather than build it. What's troubling is that otke past 15 years, Baltimore City has destroyéd 48
its public housing units. What's troubling is tllaé federal HUD budget (which provides housing
subsidies for our lowest income neighbors) has loegiby nearly two-thirds in the past three decade
while at the same time expeditures on the mortgageest tax deduction (which provides housing
subsidies for middle and upper income householag increase four fold.

What's troubling is that you need over two full #rminimum wage jobs to be able to afford an
efficiency unit in the City. What'’s troubling isahfederal disability assistance (SSI) is $637 atime—
far less than is needed to afford a room in mamghi®rshoods in the City. What's troubling is that
Maryland’s temporary disability assistance (whigople receive while they await federal benefits is
meager $185/mo. That's why people with disabilites panhandling!

What's troubling is that 47 million Americans lakbkalth insurance — and twice that number are un- or
gravely under-insured.

Homelessness will persist until affordable houslivgble incomes and universal health care exist. M

Aparicio, you asked whether something can be dboetahis. The answer is yes, but it requires logki
past the symptoms to the real illness.
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Oh, and because | feel the need to add a non segdéah, other than Faidley’s, there is not regtpd
crabcake downtown. There’s also no good PolishegpudNhy can't | get a good Chicago-style Polish
around here?!

17. Carol Ott Says:
May 14th, 2008 at 6:12 phreport this comment

| was all ready to leave a comment here, but “g&teut” was far more polite than | would have been.

Frankly, anyone who would call a little girl nantbat aren’t fit for print doesn’t deserve my readep,
or the readership of any decent thoughtful pergdémy this paper even exists is beyond me. Provogativ
Not even. Shameful is the word that comes to mind.

18. OM Says:

Hey, Mr. Aparicio, you and Mrs. Aparicio having aagl time calling the less-fortunate names? Putting
quotation marks around the word “Homeless” to makeint is... well.. it's kind of like me referring t
you as a “journalist” or a “human being.”

And that second comment, “What | have to ask, istdany of these people have family?” — What, can’t
you ask them? They can talk, you know. Enjoy yamza.

19. zero Says:
May 21st, 2008 at 3:09 phreport this comment

This is truly shameful, and you should be embaegs$s admit that you wrote this. Please move ydurse
and your prissy wife back to the sanitized burbgsehyou belong. Open your eyes. This is a city,tand
truly be a part of the city means you face theydaélity that success and despair will always be
bedfellows. | hate to think what would happen ifrgalay you lost everything- something tells me the
Mrs. wouldn’t hang around too long.

If this represents what b is all about, well, tienthank you.

20. Avalon Says:
May 31st, 2008 at 4:10 phreport this comment

Relax, everyone. No one takes Nestor seriouslgigitown, anyway. It's a wonder that any publicatio
would give him the opportunity to write anythingtlmlassified ads. He’s just proving, once agaig th
he’s no journalist and that his character flanoidasge it can be seen from outer space.
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